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Presences

Italian Landscapes

Photographs by George Tatge

Florence, Villa Bardini,  July 15th – September 28th, 2008

Press Release

       
  Images of Italy, of a land that bespeaks myth, history and modern mutations. Not images that document but images used as metaphors. Photographs in black and white that recount, like pages of poetry, a story, a fragment or simply a sensation. Images that do not proclaim “truths,” but that pose questions about man and his presence on earth.

     
Presences, Italian Landscapes is the title of this fascinating (and in some ways philosophically disquieting) exhibition of works by George Tatge, one of Italy’s most esteemed and perceptive photographers, which Villa Bardini will host from July 15th to September 28th.  The exhibition is produced by the Ente Cassa di Risparmio of Florence, curated by Walter Guadagnini, with a catalogue published by Polistampa. (www.bardinipeyron.it)

       
Born in Istanbul, educated in the U.S., first a journalist and then a photographer, Tatge has now lived in Florence for over two decades, after working many years as Director of Photography at the Alinari Archives. A highly acclaimed photographer who has published many books and participated in numerous exhibitions, his images can be found in private collections and museums throughout the world including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in N.Y., the Maison Europèene de la Photographie in Paris and the Centre Canadien d’Architecture in Montreal.

    
Tatge presents a series of 66 photographs in this new exhibition, many of which will be shown for the first time. For 25 years the landscape has been a major theme for this artist, one which he has transformed into an interior landscape - a landscape of the psyche.  In this major exhibition Tatge examines in three sections the ways man has dealt with nature from  prehistory to the present post-industrial age.  

      
 In the first we see uncontaminated, almost virginal scenes far from man. Trees, rocks, streams seen with devotion and with respect for their ancient past, for their presences - a word synonymous with strength and dignity. The second chapter describes the encounter between nature and man:  from prehistoric sites, to the ways (good and bad) man has worked, cultivated and confined the land.  In the third the natural landscape is seen transformed by structures and found objects that modern man has left behind in a sort of homage to Land Art.  

       
This is not an environmentalist’s attack on modern degradation as much as a kind of epic poem which sends us on a voyage from Innocence to Experience, a voyage that explores the symbols, the sacred geometries, the visual archetypes - those presences that animate life and that characterize the long and complex story of man’s coexistence with the land.

       
Tatge has always preferred a photography rich in symbols and Joycean epiphanies, one that is open to many layers of interpretation. Like a poem, each image must be studied carefully in order to appreciate all the parts which compose the whole, and thus reach beyond what is represented. Printed by the artist himself, the images present a sharpness of detail and a richness of tonality that invite a prolonged and meditative reading. Little by little it becomes clear how each image, apart from representing a place, becomes a reflection of the soul, a mirror of the interior landscape.

          
Finally, a technical detail that connoisseurs will appreciate: all the photographs were made with a Deardorff, the legendary view camera which produces large-format 5x7in. negatives.  
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