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Galileo Museum, safeguarding a Heritage


Among the many cultural centers supported by the Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze, the Institute and Museum of the History of Science is, without a doubt, one of the most prestigious. And today, after two years of restoration, it is being re-opened to the public as the Galileo Museum, newly attired with avant-garde technology, the crowning of an outstanding experience, filled with satisfaction and promise, that was undertaken by the museum together with the Ente many years ago.

Credit is due to the museum’s director, Professor Paolo Galluzzi, for having pointed the way and nurtured a growing international interest in this  prestigious institution.

For our part, we have always sought to support their projects with conviction. In the last nine years, the Ente in fact has provided the museum with about 4 million euros in financing, of which 3 million were earmarked for this latest effort, a modernization and innovative refurbishing.

Today Florence can boast the presence of another jewel that is one of the most technological museums in Europe, which combines, along with research, the activities of a museum, a documentation center and a sophisticated multimedia studio, in order to conceive, produce, and popularize exhibitions, inevitably destined to become international successes. The most recent of these, as you will certainly recall, was the one last year dedicated to Galileo, which received significant contributions from the Ente.

Thanks to the incalculable – unique in the world – patrimony of scientific instruments from the Medici and Lorraine collections, the Museum illuminates both faces of our city’s glorious past, those of art and science, merged in these instruments of rare beauty, that remind us that Florence was not only the home of many geniuses of painting and sculpture but also that of many pioneers of modern science who – on these streets and in these palaces – lived and worked.  

As is well-known, the policy of the Ente Cassa has always been to serve Florence by contributing to the promotion and the highlighting of its immeasurable treasures. Like the Galileo Museum, these treasures are a true world heritage while being, at the same time, the engine for a significant portion of our economy. We are therefore convinced that it is in the common interest of the State and of public as well as private institutions to safeguard to the utmost these treasures.

The Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze cannot but continue to carry out its subsidiary function in a broader context where all those  in charge play their part.  

