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The super virtual universe of www.museogalileo.it

Books, manuscripts, instruments, historical photos, videos and other digital resources. The new website, a virtually unique system of exploring collections of different types


The Museo Galileo’s website (www.museogalileo.it) has been radically transformed, in both graphic design and general architecture. The new graphic format highlights the extraordinary iconographic heritage illustrating the history and collections of the Museum in high-resolution images. 


The entire content of the website is accessible in both Italian and English.


The site is divided into three main sections: 1. VISITING, providing information on he Museum as a physical entity; 2. EXPLORING, used for overall or individual consultation  of databases, exhibitions, on-line educational projects and Galilean resources; 3. PARTICIPATING, inviting users to make their own contributions, through interactive applications, or to participate in special events and cultural initiatives. Transverse to these three sections is the SEARCH option, used to consult the results of a query in differentiated manner.


All of the sections are designed to ensure maximum usability of the website’s contents, with the possibility of sharing them on the main social networks.


The new Virtual Museum, accompanied by high-resolution videos, presents Museo Galileo in its entirety, offering users a choice among numerous search options and, in the near future, the chance to download parts, sections, and even the whole illustrated catalogue in PDF format.


The inclusion in the library’s cumulative database of over 260,000 records relevant to descriptions of the instruments in the Virtual Museum, to the Digital Library, to the catalogue of the library and the bibliographies, is an arguably unique example the world over of exploring collections of different types (books, manuscripts, instruments, historical photographs, exhibitions, videos and other digital resources). Through the tools furnished by the Digital Library, a substantial part of these collections can be downloaded in various formats. 


In keeping with the tendency of Web 2.0 to allow full usability of and participation in digital resources, the new website has implemented various applications that favour and, in some cases, invite, the active participation of users. A good example is the catalogue of inventions, Furor mechanicus, where users can interact through the MediaWiki platform.
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